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United Nations’ Committee on the Rights of Children (1989) (CRC), is basic resource describing the rights of 0-18 age group and determining principles of application thereof and accepted almost all of the countries. Turkey is one of the countries which initially accepted ACR. Recognition of ACR by our internal legislation was accepted by the parliament on December 9th, 1994 (January 27th,1995 dated, 4058 numbered legislation issued in 22184 numbered official gazette). Recognition of the rights of our children have been delayed for 5 years. Today, suspension of child issues attitude is still common in public. Our children are not considered as prior matter.

Turkey has signed CRC’s Child Trade, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography Supplementary Protocol (accepted in 2001) (Supplementary Protocol). However, since signing of CRC and Supplementary Protocol, and their approval by the Parliament, it is noted that changes achieved especially in civil code, employment code and penal code are insufficient, relevant measures on children who need special protection issues could not be taken and failure in execution of current codes, implementation. 

Nowadays, children in society and within the family are not benefiting from education and health services as they should, even in terms of basic principles of their rights, furthermore, exploitation and abuse are getting more common day by day. Society and children are not conscious in regards with children’s rights. Supplementary Protocol having brought collective complaint system to Europe Social Act (1995) and European Convention on Use of Children Rights (1996) have not been heard of by the society, either.

11 numbered Recommendation Resolution on the actions against Human Trade for Sexual Exploitation for constituent states accepted by European Council Ministers Board on May 19th, 2000 have not been, unfortunately, taken seriously till today by Turkey that tempt the doors of European Union. It is known that none of the authorized bodies took any measure on the subject “extensive distribution of the information on health risks dependent on sexual exploitation”, which takes place within the Recommendation of Resolution. 

Internet, that has widely use today, made the access of child porn material and free distribution of these materials all over the world so easy. It has served the internet pornography to become wide spread. Child porno is an industry expressed as millions of dollars in the world. It has been informed that 600.000 children under 16 years old exploited by this industry and 7% of the total industry in the US is relevant to child porn (freejesse.net, 2005). Except from this, almost all of the porn sites have allocated some part for children porn. 

It is impossible to reject the existence and minority of this action in Turkey, which is wide spread all over the world (table 1). Possibility of the existence of events other than detected events is very high and less detection does not mean the events are less.

Table 1: Some Numerical Values on Pornography in Internet Media 

	Pornographic Web site number in the world:  4.2 million 

12 % of all web sites 

                                                                  (familysafemedia.com)  

	Pornographic page number:     372 million                                        (familysafemedia.com)                                                                  

	Number of “Daily” search of porn sites in search engines:  68 million 

25 % of all searches                                                                           
(familysafemedia.com)                                                                                                                       

	The most searched word in search engines:   SEX                                              (Hagelin,2005)

	‘Monthly’ downloaded pornographic page number:  1.5 million              (familysafemedia.com) 

	Movie number with pornographic content produced in last one year:    11.000                         (Hagelin,2005)

	Daily e-mail number with pornographic content:    2.5 million           (healthymind.com,2005)

	First entrance age to porn sites:  11 years old 

(internet-filter-review.toptenreviews.com) 

	The most frequent age range entering porn sites: 12-17y.(internet-filter-review.toptenreviews.com)

	Illegal Child porn Site number: 100.000       (internet-filter-review.toptenreviews.com)

	30 % of the sites with pornographic content use 26 popular child character (Pokemon, Action Man, My Little Pony etc)                                                   (afa.net,2005)

	Annual revenue of child pornography on internet:  3 million $   (healthymind.com,2005)

	300,000 people from 66 countries are purchasing child porn images using credit cards.                                                                                               (make-it-safe.net,2005)

	1998.............. 3.267 
1999.............. 7.736 
2000..............16.724 
2001..............21.611 
2002..............37.647 
2003..............76.178 
2004............ 106.119            (iwf.org.uk )

	Most of the sites having child porn content are located in USA (missingkids.com) 

	Number of Russian child porn sites are increasing (missingkids.com)


(Turla and Özkanlı, 2006)

REASONS 

Economical poverty is the most important reason of sexual exploitation of children. But in most events there is entrance into prostitution industry running away from home because of social poverty.

It is known that most of the children having worked in prostitution sector are exposed to violence and sexual exploitation within the family. For this reason children who run away from home are exposed physical and sexual exploitation on the street as well and they become addicted within the time and then pushed into prostitution sector. This very risk is also valid for  children who live with their family but made employ on the streets. In the same manner children whose mothers are in prostitution sector and who are made married younger are in great risk. 

Fast and comfortable access to internet facilitates the expansion and keeping child pornography. Modern technology being so common makes its trade easier, as well. 80% of the internet users in our country access internet from cyber cafes and are able download child porn. Inspection at these places are not sufficient. 

Wealth is an important factor having effect on sex tourism to be in big quantity. That tourists are getting rid of judgment when they leave the country is an encouraging legal application. According to the Recommendation Resolution of the Council of Ministers no. R (91) to member states concerning sexual exploitation, pornography and prostitution of, and trafficking in, children and young adults; “actions dependent on human trade for the purposes of sexual exploitation in Europe increased recently and this kind of money making actions are used by criminal organizations to finance and enlarge drug and arms business, money laundering, in this extent it should be kept in mind that these actions are usually in connection with  criminal organizations”. Turkey is in this region. 

Sexual exploitation against children threatens the sex life and reproduction health of the child in the future. Sexual exploitation, which harbors early pregnancy and birth, abortion under unhealthy conditions and without physician and diffusion of contagious infections by sexual intercourse is an important public health problem. It is most of the time a coincidence that it comes into scene since victims are young. 

There is not any valid method to determine the number of children who exposed to sexual exploitation. Basic reasons of this are that no such methodology has been development and that descriptions of the subject differs from country to country. Besides existence of mafia in the business is another preventing factor to reach real numerical values indicating real situation. Sexual exploitation of children is a crime and each kind of measure to make the crime secret is taken in accordance with the nature of crime.

Some official data which can be classified as visible part of the iceberg indicates the sexual exploitation gradually increases. (table 2)

Table 2 : Distribution of the children of whom protection decision is taken 

according to reason of decision

	Reasons 
	Years 

	
	2000 
	% 
	2001 
	% 
	2002 
	% 

	Incest 
	27 
	1 
	39 
	1 
	42 
	1 

	Physical and emotional exploitation of the family 
	265 
	5 
	425 
	7 
	562 
	10 

	Sexual exploitation from out of family 
	48 
	1 
	67 
	1 
	49 
	1 


 (SHCEK period report on supplementary protocol)

Capacity and rehabilitation programs of Social Services which are responsible for the protection of child are insufficient. Children sheltering in these places are in the risk of running away and returning to the prostitution again, and being a part of it. In some events it is known that mafias reach to the girls under protection of institution and threaten them to run away. (table 3)
Table 3 : SHCEK service types introduced to the girls exposed to commercial sexual exploitation and the number of children, 2003
	Name of the institution 
	Capacity 
	Total number of children reached 
	Number of children having started to school
	Number of children who attend to school 
	Number of children who returned to the family 
	Number of children who engaged a job
	Number of children under protection 
	Number of children addicted to drug
	Number of children whose family are against criminal complaint
	Number of families punished 

	Istanbul Taksim COGEM
	Boarder 15 
	184
	1
	1
	1
	 
	 
	3
	2
	 

	Istanbul Bahcelievler COGEM
	Boarder 20 
	12
	9
	9
	 
	1
	5
	7
	1
	1


(period report according to SHÇEK supplementary protocol)

Table 4 : children cases statistical form (crimes against a person) 2003

	Type of crime 
	Number of suspects 
	Number of victims 

	
	Dispatches to public prosecutions
	Fugitive
	Death 
	Injured
	Other

	
	Turkish citizen 
	Turkish citizen
	Turkish citizen
	Foreigner 
	Turkish citizen
	Foreigner 
	Turkish citizen
	Foreigner 

	
	18 age and below 
	18 age and below 
	18 age and below 
	18 age and below 
	18 age and below 
	18 age and below 
	18 age and below 
	18 age and below 

	
	F 
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M

	Crime against general ethics and family and crimes against a person’s freedom 
	Kidnap of girl, women, men 
	31 
	536 
	12 
	83 
	0 
	0 
	4 
	1 
	264 
	74 
	0 
	4 
	1760 
	32 
	9 
	0 

	
	Kidnapping a child 
	2 
	29 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	10 
	5 
	0 
	0 
	54 
	21 
	0 
	1 

	
	Pawn taking 
	0 
	6 
	0 
	1 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	1 
	0 
	0 
	0 

	
	Threat  
	22 
	467 
	0 
	10 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	11 
	34 
	0 
	0 
	83 
	129 
	0 
	1 

	
	Bad treatment to family members 
	15 
	72 
	0 
	2 
	0 
	2 
	0 
	0 
	239 
	144 
	0 
	3 
	141 
	79 
	5 
	0 

	
	Insult and curse 
	11 
	109 
	0 
	3 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	3 
	3 
	0 
	1 
	26 
	14 
	2 
	0 

	
	Explicit actions 
	10 
	172 
	0 
	4 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	17 
	6 
	0 
	0 
	365 
	67 
	1 
	0 

	
	Rape
	17 
	305 
	1 
	13 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	100 
	50 
	2 
	0 
	332 
	95 
	0 
	0 

	
	Public indecency 
	1 
	156 
	1 
	2 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	39 
	24 
	1 
	2 
	166 
	100 
	2 
	0 

	
	Defloration with marriage promise 
	2 
	46 
	2 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	48 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	190 
	2 
	0 
	0 

	
	Prostitution encourage, white slave trade and mediation
	29 
	83 
	6 
	3 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	6 
	1 
	2 
	0 
	56 
	2 
	7 
	0 


(period report according to SHÇEK supplementary protocol)

According to data from SHCEK, it was reported that incest, physical and emotional exploitation and sexual abuse from out of family have been dramatically increasing. Incest is the reason of children to run away and drop into pornography and prostitution sector. The children who are under protection because of physical and emotional exploitation of family and sexual exploitation form outside of family are 7 % of the children who are under protection in the year 2000. This percentage has been increased to 12 % in the year 2002. It is right to say that the number of children who assumed to be sold in the market increases parallel to this rate.

In the examination of public security which has been carried out by gendarmerie force determined in regards with the wronged children; in the year 2001 (8.477 cases), in the year 2002 (15,772 cases), in the year 2003 (19,608 cases) children exposed to public prosecutions and the case types examined in the year 2003 in which children exposed to crime; girl –women-men kidnapping (1649), sexual crimes (explicit actions, rape, public indecency, defloration with marriage promise, encouragement to prostitution, white slave trade and mediation) (735) cases determined. 

LAW 

There are some international binding agreements in this subject. United Nations Committee on the Rights of Children is the most important one. 34th article of Committee on the Rights of Children forces the States to take all measures against children’s sexual abuse. 35th article states that children kidnapping and trade for this purpose should be prevented. 


UN Committee on the Rights of Children 

Article 34 –

States Parties undertake to protect the child from all forms of sexual exploitation and sexual abuse. For these purposes, States Parties shall in particular take all appropriate national, bilateral and multilateral measures to prevent:

(a) The inducement or coercion of a child to engage in any unlawful sexual activity;


(b) The exploitative use of children in prostitution or other unlawful sexual practices;


(c) The exploitative use of children in pornographic performances and materials.

Article 35 -

States Parties shall take all appropriate national, bilateral and multilateral measures to prevent the abduction of, the trade of or traffic in children for any purpose or in any form.

According to the Child Trade, Child Prostitution, and Child Pornography Supplementary Protocol of United Nations’ Committee on the Rights of Children, Turkey is responsible for making any legislations as well as preventing sexual abuse directed to child and to make the application functional.

This is an agreement to prevent child exploitation and negligence in particular sexual abuse. 

U.N. Committee on the Rights of Children protects the children from below economical exploitations;

· which may be dangerous for child

· which may delay the education of child

· which may damage the health of child, physical, mental, physiological, ethical and social development of the child 

the children has the right to be protected against being worked in this kind of jobs.

Child trade, child prostitution and child pornography and it has been contracted via considering the traditions and cultural values of each nation, that child should be 

· protected

· harmonized

· developed

being anxious the access to the child porn and exploitation could be reached by internet and other technologies developed.

According to protocol, State will;

· develop and apply methods to meet the needs of children including special needs accepting the sensitivity of victims and witnesses in the course of execution.

· Inform child victims on the roles and rights of the children in the judgment process.

· Ensure child victims to give voice to their opinions 

· Provide appropriate support services to child victims during whole legal process

· Protect the privacy and identity of child victims in appropriate manner and take necessary measures to prevent the information on the identity of child to be got around. 

· Ensure the security of the families of child victims and witnesses

· Avoid unnecessary delays in each step of the judgment process

· Take any measures to provide the child victims and employees to receive especially judicial and psychological training. 

State will ensure child victims to compensate their loss from legal responsible without any discrimination by legal process.

State shall enable for the child victims to indemnify for their damages from legal authorities by legal means without seeking for an differentiation. 

Within the framework of the protocol, the state is liable to take all sorts of measures  in order to have the wronged children of these crimes to be regained to the society in social terms, to heal in physical and psychological terms, and to educate them. 

United Nations Committee on the Rights of Children arranged a final report on the period report of the Turkey Social Services and Child Protection Institute arranged in 2006, stating 

1- Insufficiency of coordination and audit activities undertaken

2- Non existence of action plan specific to child sale, prostitution and pornography.

3- Lack of information on the measures proposed in 2005-2015 National Action Plan against internet use

4- Non allocation of a direct budget for the application of national plan for the battle with human trade 

5- Insufficiency of the efforts to make  public, state officers, and public authority sectors such as security, social services, education and health conscious

6- Children in particular are not informed about supplementary protocol provisions in an extensive way including school curriculums

7- Lack of information on the application of the subjects in practice, arranged in supplementary protocol (data distributed according to age, sex, and minority group and the information obtained in the frame of the investigations on becoming widespread of child sale, prostitution and pornography )

8- The increases reported on sexual abuse of child 

9- Non existence of any complaint mechanism on neither complete information nor systematical audit mechanism therefore the reasons, extension of basic causes and dependent problems pose difficulty to deal with

10- Non providing the services systematically and country wide to the children who suffer from the crimes forbidden by Supplementary Protocol and the uncertainty of persons who are responsible for these services and which regulations guide the ones who furnish service

11- Child trade, prostitution and pornography are not discussed in the community and public awareness is very limited on these subjects. 

12- Preventing the actions that constitute the crimes arranged by Supplementary Protocol, local and two sided regulations for the investigation, exploration, prosecution and punishment of the persons who are responsible for these actions are not known sufficiently.

It is obvious that there are slow progresses since the signing of supplementary protocol and most of the actions are not carried out and some works are initiated just very limited amount. United Nations Committee on the Rights of Children announced its serious anxieties on the report given by Turkey. Although, both in central or in peripheral regions, it is denied that sexual abuse of children are widespread in our country, and  that the works are sufficient and successful have been declared by authorities. As the latest data, the data of 2003 could be presented to the Commission. 

International Labor Organization (ILO) states that the sexual abuse of children is one of the worst labor types and emphasizes that the work of the children younger  than 18 years-old in these type or works should be prevented by the states and required action plans should be formed and applied promptly. Social services and child protection institution are in charge of the application of United Nations Committee on the Rights of Children. The institution has not prepared neither local nor national plan up to date other than an insufficient plan about the subject.  

It is well known that New Turkish Penal Code arranged required legal regulations by our internal law but application is not successful. It has been understood from their behavior on the cases that especially our judges and health staff in the examination are insufficient and that their education is not enough for the purpose.

Obscenity is in the scope of the Offence against Public Morality in the New Turkish Penal Code.

Article 226 -
Obscenity 


1.
(a) the person who gives products containing obscene image, writings or words or who shows, reads, to have read, or to have listen a child, (b) the person who shows these in the places which children may access or shows them apparently, exhibits, reads, to have read, tell, to have told  them,  (c) the person who submits these products in the way which to be accessed into the content  (d) the person who submits to sale, sales or hires these products in the places other than the places allocated for the sale of these products (e) the person who gives or distributes these products free of charge with other goods or services  (f) the person who promotes these products are punished with, from 6 (six) month to 2 (two) years prison and judicial fine.


2.
the person who publishes obscene image, writing or words by press and media and the one who mediates these will be punished with 6 (six) month to 3 (two) years prison and judicial fine up to five thousand day.


3. 
the person who uses children for the production of obscene products containing image, writing or word will be punished with 5 (five) years to 10 (ten) years prison and judicial fine up to five thousand day. The one who imports, reproduces, submits to sale, sales, transports, stores, exports, keeps or presents these products for other’s use will be punished with 2 (two)years to 5 (five) years prison and judicial fine up to five thousand day.


4. 
the person who imports, submits to sale, sales, transports, stores, presents for other’s use, the products containing relevant to violence, sex with animal, death people related writing, voice or images will be punished with 1 (one) year to 4 (four) years prison and judicial fine up to five thousand day.


5. 
the person who publishes or mediates the content of the products mentioned in the third and fourth paragraphs or the one who provides children to see, listen or read the content will be punished with 6 (six) month to 10 (ten) years prison and judicial fine up to five thousand day.


6. 
security measures are judged on bodies corporate because of these crimes. 


7. 
the provisions of this article are not applied to scientific works and art and literary works provided that children kept away and 3rd subparagraph excluded.

According to New Turkish Penal Code, prostitution is among the Offences against the Public Decency. 

Article 227 – Prostitution 
1. 
A person who solicits a child for prostitution, facilitates this action, provokes or shelters a child for this purpose or acts as intermediary for the prostitution of a child is inflicted imprisonment for a term from 4 (four) to 10 (ten) years and imposed judicial penalty up to five thousand days. The preparation actions for such offences are penalized in the same way as completed offence.     


2. 
A person who solicits someone for prostitution, facilitates this action, acts as intermediary for the prostitution or provides a place for prostitution is inflicted imprisonment for a term from 2 (two) to 4 (four) years and imposed judicial penalty up to three thousand days. Maintaining partially or completely with the money from the prostituted person is deemed as solicitation for prostitution.

3. 
A person who introduces persons into the country or makes people outflow the country for the purpose of prostitution is sentenced according to the above-mentioned articles. 

4.
 A person who solicits someone for prostitution or makes someone engage in prostitution by using force or threat or exploiting one’s helplessness is imposed double punishment according to the above mentioned articles. 

5.
In case that above mentioned offences are committed by spouse, lineal ancestors, lineal ancestors-in law, sibling, adopter, guardian, educator, teacher, caretaker and other persons who have the responsibility for protection or nursing, or committed by misusing a power provided by a public office or a service relationship, the punishment is raised half as much. 

6.
In case that these offences are committed within the frame of an organization which is constituted for the purpose of committing crime, the punishment to be imposed according to above-mentioned articles is raised half as much.    

7.
Legal entities are sentenced in pursuant to relevant safety measures for these crimes.

8.
The person who is dragged into prostitution is subject to treatment or therapy  
Despite these regulations, the necessary measures for implementing these articles in practice could not be taken. Especially, no service units regarding the rehabilitation, treatment and therapy of the injured parties could be structured. The children aggrieved by sexual exploitation are sheltered together with the other children under the supervision of the Organization.

In Istanbul, Beyoğlu and its neighborhood is the place where child prostitution is most prevalent. These kinds of occurrences are common in bars and cafes. Especially it is seen that the children who need affection follow the persons saying “I love you” to them. The other places in Istanbul in which these kinds of occurrences are seen are Ataköy, Avcılar, Ayazağa, Bakırköy, Belgrad Forest, Bostancı, Dolapdere, Galata, İstinye, Kadıköy, Kilyos, Maltepe, Merter, Yenikapı and Sefaköy. It has been found out that 500 girls are employed as sex workers in Istanbul. It is stated in an 11-months survey conducted in Police Office and Skin and Venereal Diseases Hospital that the age for the first sexual experience is dropped to 10. This survey shows that the first sexual intercourse is in the form of rape and sexual intercourse with a customer. Bars, massage saloons, private houses and certain hotels and motels are used as places for prostitution. It is also stated that significantly higher number of a group of people are employed as call girl and marketed along the highways by hitchhiking (Kuntay and Erginsoy, 2001).

Despite this survey, the number of uncovered cases is very few. Upon examination of the calls received by Support Line, citizens hesitate to report these cases to police because of the fear of being recognized and they have doubts about obtaining good results via public organizations. It is found out by calls that many people reported the incidents to the police but no result is obtained. This situation shows the inadequacy of the legal regulations and the lack of in-service training of the service providers. 

CASE DETERMINATION IN TURKEY 

As indicated by Committee on the Rights of Children of United Nations;

Social Services and Society for Protection of Children are responsible for inspecting and implementing clauses and principles of Supplementary Protocol, however the coordination and inspection operations undertaken by them are insufficient. The coordination and inspection operations require to be supplemented on central and local levels and the cooperation needs to be used for developing strategy and policy. 

National Action Plan against Human Trade does not include all the issues regulated by Supplementary Protocol. A special Action Plan specific to child trade, prostitution and pornography should be issued. It is necessary to assign this active duty on non-governmental organizations. While it should prioritize the benefits of the children, SHÇEK (Social Services and Society for Protection of Children) maintains an attitude approving its involvement in the said cases and feels indisposed. No special allowance is granted from the budget regarding the implementation of the action plan. Mentioning about an action plan without a budget is not only irrational but also insincere. 

For the year 2004, the budget granted to social services in Turkey is only 0,19 % of total budget and it is insufficient. 

For Internet usage, the National Action Plan for 2005-2015 and the act on cyber crimes are initiated to be studied but it is found out that there is lack of information about the implementation and the measures anticipated in the Plan regarding the prevention of the distribution of child pornography via Internet. It is necessary to approve the draft bill on cyber crimes and it should refer especially to the cases regarding child sexual exploitation.  

In-service trainings in public sector and the efforts for making public, public officials and the public administration sectors such as security, social services, education and health organizations conscious of the issues regulated by Supplementary Protocol are insufficient. There are no educational materials so as to realize the educational programs. In addition, no precaution has been taken for teaching especially children and educators the clauses of Supplementary Protocol via school curriculums.

There is a not sufficient data-gathering study for making healthy social policies and preparing action plans and from the aspect of current case determination, the information provided from the organizations within the frame of inquiry right are inadequate. It is not possible to provide information from Gendarme Forces since supposedly it requires additional studies and the law does not require such kind of information. There is not any data distributed according to the age and gender and any nationwide survey regarding child trade, prostitution and pornography becoming widespread. It is not possible to make an estimate.  

From the aspect of law, the inclusion of clauses regarding child trade, prostitution and pornography in Penal Code is an important progress. However, it is necessary to consider more effective sanctions and more constructive aggravated sanction forms for regarding offences.  Certain loopholes regarding the child pornography exits in national system. 

Turkey has not been finalized 2001 dated European Convention Cyber Crimes and 2005 dated Convention Against Trafficking in Human Beings yet and has not begun to study for supplementing its legal system in pursuant to these Conventions. 

It is important that current Penal Code has not supplemented by the regulations. 17-months old infant case in Izmir showed one more time that there are some difficulties in implementation, which arise from especially ignorance. 

That there is an increase in the cases regarding the sexual exploitation of child has been reported to Committee on the Rights of Children by SHÇEK. But there is no accurate information, systematic inspection or complaint mechanism structured in regards with the subject. SHÇEK ALO 183 line cannot be operated. It is reported that this line received only 10 calls within the period between October 2005 and April 2006 (the answer given for the notice of question, 2006). There is not any independent and accessible compliant mechanism. 

It is determined that the actions taken by central administration cannot be implemented locally. There is lack of knowledge about duty and authority among different organizations. Most authorities abstain from taking responsibility and directly point out to SHÇEK. The protective and preventive actions are inadequate and the children are not provided with self-protection trainings.

The services provided including free judicial assistance, medical and psychological care and access to asylums and temporary housing are not announced and the governmental organizations and the fundamentals of the cooperation with non-governmental organizations are not clearly stated. 
There is a common attitude to stand against the determinations and proposals (cooperation) of non-governmental organizations. Determinations and proposals of non-governmental organizations are doubted. When Support Line reports these incidents to relevant organization, it faces some questions such as “Why do they call you?” from the said organizations.

Although the responsible organizations are continuing the studies on this matter, the cooperation between academicians, STKs (Non-Governmental Organization) and together with the participation of all relevant parties is preliminary condition for generating solutions on this matter. In addition, making the public conscious of the matter and informing it about the dangers are indispensable phases in taking preventive measures. And this can only be achieved by negotiating and discussing the child trade, prostitution and pornography publicly. Nobody, including primarily the organizations serving for this purpose, should be uncomfortable with it. Public awareness of this matter is still very limited. In the face-to-face interviews with expert public personnel at the meetings held during the Support Line studies, it is found out that the public has a lack of information about the regional and especially mutual regulations on preventing the actions constituting the offences laid out in Supplementary Protocol and inquiring, investigating, prosecuting and punishing the persons who are responsible for these actions. 

There is very little or no studies for generalizing Convention on the Rights of Children of United Nations and Supplementary Protocol.

In spite of all negativities of the current demographic structure and the effects of immigration, as a result of the surveys conducted in 7 cities within the scope of Support Line, it is seen that very few of the crimes are perpetuated. According to these surveys, unlike the general opinion and hearsays from the public, the data announced by Local Police Offices (constable wick) are as follows:

Table 5 : New Turkish Penal Code Article 226 (1) a) - Pornography – The distribution of victims by age and gender in the suits in the provinces in 2006 (until September),  commenced for the offence of giving the products containing pornographic image, writing or words; and of showing, reading, causing to read or listen its content. 
	Name of the Province 
	The number of the suits 
	Number of the victims 

	
	
	Gender
	Age Range 

	
	
	M
	F
	0-15
	16-21
	22-37
	38+

	Adana
	1
	1
	
	
	1
	
	

	Antalya
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bursa
	2
	
	2
	
	1
	1
	

	Diyarbakır
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Elazığ
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mersin
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Şanlıurfa
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Table 6 : New Turkish Penal Code Article 226 (1) b) - Pornography - The distribution of victims by age and gender in the suits in the provinces in 2006 (until September),  commenced for the offence of displaying the content of these products publicly in the places where the children may enter in or see; of exhibiting them visually or reading, causing to read, telling or caused to tell these products.
	Name of the Province 
	The number of the suits 
	Number of the victims 

	
	
	Gender
	Age Range 

	
	
	M
	F
	0-15
	16-21
	22-37
	38+

	Adana
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Antalya
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bursa
	2
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x

	Diyarbakır
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Elazığ
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mersin
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Şanlıurfa
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Table 7 : New Turkish Penal Code Article 226 (1) d) - Pornography - The distribution of victims by age and gender in the suits in the provinces in 2006 (until September),  commenced for the offence of offering for sale, selling or renting these products outside the places special to sale of these. 
	The number of the suits 


	The number of the suits 


	Number of the victims 

	
	
	Gender
	Age Range 

	
	
	M
	F
	0-15
	16-21
	22-37
	38+

	Adana
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Antalya
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bursa
	13
	x
	x
	X
	x
	x
	x

	Diyarbakır
	1
	x
	x
	X
	x
	x
	x

	Elazığ
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mersin
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Şanlıurfa
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Table 8 : New Turkish Penal Code Article 226 (3) - Pornography - The distribution of victims by age and gender in the suits in the provinces in 2006 (until September),  commenced for the offence of using children in producing the products containing pornographic images, writings or words; of introducing these products into the country; of reproducing, offering for sale, selling, transporting, storing, exporting, keeping these products; or of offering them for use of others. 

	Name of the Province 


	The number of the suits 


	Number of the victims 

	
	
	Gender
	Age Range 

	
	
	M
	F
	0-15
	16-21
	22-37
	38+

	Adana
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Antalya
	9
	x
	x
	X
	x
	x
	x

	Bursa
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Diyarbakır
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Elazığ
	1
	2
	2
	3
	
	
	1

	Mersin
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Şanlıurfa
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Table 9 : New Turkish Penal Code Article 227 (1) - Prostitution - The distribution of victims by age and gender in the suits in the provinces in 2006 (until September),  commenced for the offence of soliciting a child for prostitution, facilitating this action, providing or sheltering a child for this purpose or acting as intermediary for the prostitution of a child. 

	Name of the Province 


	The number of the suits 


	Number of the victims 

	
	
	Gender
	Age Range 

	
	
	M
	F
	0-15
	16-21
	22-37
	38+

	Adana
	x
	
	2
	
	2
	
	

	Antalya
	2
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x

	Bursa
	21
	
	22
	
	4
	16
	3

	Diyarbakır
	2
	
	6
	
	2
	4
	

	Elazığ
	2
	1
	3
	
	4
	
	

	Mersin
	1
	
	1
	
	1
	
	

	Şanlıurfa
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Table 10 : New Turkish Penal Code Article 227 (5) - Prostitution - The distribution of victims by age and gender in the suits in the provinces in 2006 (until September),  commenced for the offence of prostitution committed by spouse, lineal ancestors, lineal ancestors-in law, sibling, adopter, guardian, educator, teacher, caretaker and other persons who have the responsibility for protection or nursing, or committed by misusing a power provided by a public office or a service relationship.
	Name of the Province 


	The number of the suits 


	Number of the victims 

	
	
	Gender
	Age Range 

	
	
	M
	F
	0-15
	16-21
	22-37
	38+

	Adana
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Antalya
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bursa
	1
	
	1
	1
	
	
	

	Diyarbakır
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Elazığ
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mersin
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Şanlıurfa
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


While the official data from police authority region creates such a table, some of the incriminating information selected among the calls received by Support Line is as follows: 

On November 12th, a woman calling from a coast town in Aegean Region reported that a gang had been gathering and taking 10-12 years-old children coming from other cities to work at mountainous territory to record pornographic images of them for 6 years and narcotics played a role in this incident. The woman stated that the case was communicated to gendarmerie forces many times but it was covered up, and they were threatened. A letter asking them to report the case was written and sent to Gendarmerie and Police General Directorate. 

In October, it was reported that child prostitution had been committed in a hotel in a town in Marmara Region and town residents were aware of the situation. The reporter of this case was a remorseful customer. The case was communicated to the police. 

It was reported that children have been marketed in the hotels and guesthouses in the public square of a coast town in Aegean Region. The case was communicated to children police. As feedback, it was reported that when they went to the mentioned hotels and guesthouses, they did not encounter any prostitution case except two foreign national women prostituting. 

A retired woman called on September 6th and reported that two girls about 14 or 15 years old living in an apartment in the same street hers in a much used area of Istanbul are compelled to prostitute by their parents. Although the full address was given, the police reported as feedback that the parents of the girls could not be reached because of incomplete address. 

A woman called on February 22nd reported that a man about 55 or 60 years old has had sexual intercourse with a handicapped girl about 9 or 10 years old in return for money. This was reported to children police. There was no feedback about the case. 

A woman called on November 4th reported that one of her neighbors had 3 daughters and 1 son whose ages ranged from 14 to 20 and the mother compelled her daughters to prostitute. The case was communicated to children police and social services. There was no feedback about the case.

A man called on October 28th gave a web address containing child pornographic images. The personnel of Support Line communicated the case to Children Branch Management and they were told that they would be directed to Computer Crimes Department. 

A man called on November 17th reported that child pornography CDs are offered for sale publicly 100 meters ahead of a newspaper stall in old Topkapı station. The case was communicated to the police. There was no feedback about the case.

It was reported that a building foreman in a construction site in Istanbul marketed 10-12 years-old boys and girls. The case was communicated to the police. As feedback, the police went to the construction site and spoke with the guard of the site but it was stated that there was no child at the construction site at that moment. 

Except from these, Support Line received so many calls reporting the pornographic web sites and sale points of pornographic products. 

When the sexual exploitation cases known as the primary cause for children’s running away to streets and being pushed to prostitute have been examined in 7 provinces, the findings that appear are given blow. The data announced by Local Police Offices (constable wick) are as follows:

Table 11 : New Turkish Penal Code Article 102 (1) – Sexual Attack - The distribution of victims by age and gender in the suits commenced for the offence of infringing one’s body inviolability right upon the complaints of victim in the provinces in 2006 (until September). 

	Name of the Province 


	The number of the suits 


	Number of the victims 

	
	
	Gender
	Age Range 

	
	
	M
	F
	0-15
	16-21
	22-37
	38+

	Adana
	
	2
	22
	19
	5
	
	

	Antalya
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bursa
	24
	
	24
	
	4
	14
	8

	Diyarbakır
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Elazığ
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mersin
	9
	5
	5
	7
	
	
	

	Şanlıurfa
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Table 12 : New Turkish Penal Code Article 102 (2) – Sexual Attack - The distribution of victims by age and gender in the suits commenced for the offence of committing the crime by inserting an organ or another object in the body (depending on his/her complaint if a spouse is exposed to such an action) in the provinces in 2006 (until September). 

	Name of the Province 


	The number of the suits 


	Number of the victims 

	
	
	Gender
	Age Range 

	
	
	M
	F
	0-15
	16-21
	22-37
	38+

	Adana
	
	2
	22
	19
	5
	
	

	Antalya
	4
	
	4
	
	3
	
	1

	Bursa
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Diyarbakır
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Elazığ
	1
	1
	
	
	1
	
	

	Mersin
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Şanlıurfa
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Table 13 : New Turkish Penal Code Article 102 (3) a) – Sexual Attack - The distribution of victims by age and gender in the suits commenced for the offence of committing the crime to the persons who cannot physically or mentally defense himself/herself in the provinces in 2006 (until September). 

	Name of the Province 
	The number of the suits 
	Number of the victims 

	
	
	Gender
	Age Range 

	
	
	M
	F
	0-15
	16-21
	22-37
	38+

	Adana
	
	
	1
	
	1
	
	

	Antalya
	3
	
	3
	2
	
	1
	

	Bursa
	1
	
	1
	
	
	1
	

	Diyarbakır
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Elazığ
	10
	4
	8
	9
	2
	1
	

	Mersin
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Şanlıurfa
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Table 14 : New Turkish Penal Code Article 102 (3) c) - Sexual Attack – The distribution of victims by age and gender in the suits commenced for the offences committed against a person with whom sex offender has a blood relationship including the third degree relations or affinity relationship by marriage in the provinces in 2006 (until September). 

	Name of the Province 


	The number of the suits 
	Number of the victims 

	
	
	Gender
	Age Range 

	
	
	M
	F
	0-15
	16-21
	22-37
	38+

	Adana
	
	
	1
	1
	
	
	

	Antalya
	1
	
	1
	
	1
	
	

	Bursa
	6
	
	6
	3
	3
	
	

	Diyarbakır
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Elazığ
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mersin
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Şanlıurfa
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Table 15 : New Turkish Penal Code Article 102 (3) d) - Sexual Attack - The distribution of victims by age and gender in the suits commenced for the offence of committing the crime by more than one person or by force of arms in the provinces in 2006 (until September). 

	Name of the Province 


	The number of the suits 
	Number of the victims 

	
	
	Gender
	Age Range 

	
	
	M
	F
	0-15
	16-21
	22-37
	38+

	Adana
	
	
	1
	1
	
	
	

	Antalya
	1
	
	1
	
	1
	
	

	Bursa
	6
	1
	7
	1
	4
	3
	

	Diyarbakır
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Elazığ
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mersin
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Şanlıurfa
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Table 16 : New Turkish Penal Code Article 103 – The distribution of victims by age and gender in the suits commenced for the offences of child sexual expolitation in the provinces in 2006 (until September). 

	Name of the Province 


	The number of the suits 


	Number of the victims 

	
	
	Gender
	Age Range 

	
	
	M
	F
	0-15
	16-21
	22-37
	38+

	Adana
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Antalya
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bursa
	40
	18
	28
	32
	12
	
	

	Diyarbakır
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Elazığ
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mersin
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Şanlıurfa
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Table 17 : New Turkish Penal Code Article 104 - The distribution of victims by age and gender in the suits commenced for the offences of having sexual intercourse with underage persons in the provinces in 2006 (until September). 

	Name of the Province 


	The number of the suits 


	Number of the victims 

	
	
	Gender
	Age Range 

	
	
	M
	F
	0-15
	16-21
	22-37
	38+

	Adana
	
	
	1
	1
	
	
	

	Antalya
	12
	
	12
	3
	9
	
	

	Bursa
	45
	
	45
	13
	32
	
	

	Diyarbakır
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Elazığ
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mersin
	3
	
	3
	2
	1
	
	

	Şanlıurfa
	4
	3
	1
	4
	
	
	


The official information does not reflect the rural areas.

The followings are some examples of the calls received by Support Line; 

Someone from Denizli reported that a boy about 19 years-old glue sniffer causes disturbance in the quarter, breaks the windows of the shops etc. and they could not get any result although they reported him. The case was communicated to social services unit. 

A man called on February 22nd  reported that a man tried to kidnap his child and the children of his neighbors; a man was following the children after school; despite the fact that 6-7 petitions had been submitted to the police station, the man was set free and his daughter was exposed to sexual harassment by the man. The case was communicated to the police. With the consent of the man reporting the case, his identity information was given to police. 

According to a report from Afyon, a woman exploited her 3 years-old nephew physically. The parents of the child were separated and he had been staying with his aunt since he was 9 months-old. The case was communicated to social services. There was no feedback upon the case.  

A man from Istanbul reported that 10 street boys sheltered in the street and there were some girls and glue sniffers among them. The case was communicated to the police. There was no feedback upon the case.  

According to a call from Istanbul on March 11th, a group consisting of 5 or 6 children about 12 or 13 years-old was disturbing the neighborhood. Police did not help. Their parents did not want the children, either. They made their living by thieving. The case was communicated to children unit of police. There was no feedback upon the case. 

A man called on March 23rd  reported that he called before for a few times; that some children were compelled to beg by their parents at the most used intersections and that there was a possibility that these children might be kidnapped or exploited by strangers. He asked what to do about this situation. The case was communicated to the police. There was no feedback upon the case. 

A housewife called April 10th  reported that a 16 years-old boy whose parents were separated  exploited a 16 months-old infant in the same house and other children sexually. Her call was communicated to social services. The officers from social services stated after their arrival and judicial survey in the house, they reported that they did not find any evident regarding the crime since it was very difficult to fix such a crime. They have been prosecuting the case for 1 month.

A teacher calling from Aydın on April 26th  reported that one of the students of her was harassed by her uncle. She was asked to complete the information. Afterwards, the teacher was called and told that the parents of her students was talked to and the uncle would not be reported because he was giving financial support to them and they would not want to endanger the life of their daughter and they would not want her to fall into disrepute in the town. And she was informed about the legal procedures and the obligation to give information.

A woman calling from Istanbul on May 1st  reported that three people consisting of a woman, a man and a child were always wandering around Vezneciler Hostel for Female Students and they saw that the man raped the child. The case was communicated to the police. As feedback, police stated that they went the mentioned place but they did not encounter such people.   

An IETT bus driver calling on May 26th  reported that some children smoked and they were sold drug around Haydarpaşa Endüstri Meslek Lisesi. The case was communicated to the police but the children police did not accept the notification and 155 was called. They told that they would send a team but there was no feedback upon the case. 

A woman calling on June 7th  reported that her 17 years-old niece was exploited sexually by her step father. The case was communicated to social services. 

A woman calling from a non-governmental organization on August 24th  reported that an acquaintance of her had been exploiting sexually by her father since she was 12 years old and she told that she had fears for her being harmed by his father. She was directed to social services. 
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