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As non­governmental organizations (NGOs) working around the globe to advance the human rights                         
of children ​, we welcome the commitments made by States today to work towards ending the practice of                                 1

child immigration detention, and recognizing the importance of improved data collection related to                         
international migration ​. 2
 

The United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) has made clear that children should                                 
never be criminalized or subject to punitive measures because of their or their parent’s migration status                               
and that the detention of a child for these reasons constitutes a child rights violation ​.  3

 

A now overwhelming number of international and regional experts have come out in support of the                               
CRC’s position, and have called upon States to expeditiously and completely cease the immigration                           
detention of children, and to adopt alternatives to detention that fulfill the best interests of the child and                                   
allow children to remain with their family members or guardians in non­custodial, community­based                         
contexts while their immigration status is being resolved ​. 4
 

Migrant children—regardless of their immigration status—are first and foremost children. Immigration                     
detention of children is a clear violation of child rights and is never in the best interests of the child. We                                         
therefore urge member States to:  
 

­Fulfil their international obligations by expeditiously and completely ending the immigration detention                       
of children;  

 

­Make clear in domestic legislation, policies and practices that the principle of the best interests of the                                 
child takes priority in migration policy over other administrative considerations such as border control or                             
enforcement;  

 

­ Support the Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty ​, which will collect quantitative and                             5

qualitative disaggregated data on the situation of children deprived of liberty in all settings(migration,                           
criminal, military detention and institutionalization), and formulate recommendations and good practices                     
to implement international standards, as well as reduce the number of children deprived of their liberty.  
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