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1984’s children: Censorship violates human rights and puts children in danger - new
paper

(18.06.2014) Censorship blocking information to children on sex, drugs, politics and other
issues is doing more harm than good, says Child Rights International Network (CRIN) in a
new policy paper.

Sex education, sexuality (particularly that of LGBT people, women and disabled people) and
drugs are the main issues that children are routinely denied information about, according to
the paper. However, 30 years after George Orwell's novel 7984 was set, the overuse of
internet filters and national agendas also mean that children are often unable to access
information about campaigning and politics, and in some countries receive an overtly biased
account of history in school textbooks.

The paper launches a new campaign - Protect Children, End Censorship - with which CRIN
aims to draw attention to undue restrictions on children’s access to information, emphasise
why such restrictions are violations of their rights and call for stronger standards and
leadership in this area.

In the paper, “Access Denied.: Protect rights - unblock children’s access to information,”
CRIN explains why access to information is vital for children’s enjoyment of their other
human rights, including the right to life (e.g. sex education, including HIV/AIDS), health and
protection from violence and exploitation because it allows them to be armed with the
knowledge they need to make their own informed choices. It also highlights disproportionate
restrictions on children’s access to information from around the world, before outlining the
plethora of rights in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child they violate.

Issues covered in the paper include:

e ‘Harmful’ information: Seven States* have passed or proposed laws protecting
children from “information deemed harmful to their health and development”. In
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particular, a pattern of laws is emerging which criminalise the “promotion of
homosexuality to children”. CRIN believes this sinister set of laws foster intolerance
and hatred, and child protection is an excuse to discriminate against and censor
particular groups.

Even States with good records on LGBT rights demonstrate homophobia when it
comes to children. For example, in 2013 a teacher in Mexico City was fired for
showing her students the film Milk, which tells the story of murdered US gay rights
activist Harvey Milk, despite allowing same-sex marriage since 2009. Two week’s
after Brazil's Supreme Court granted same-sex couples the full state benefits
allowed to heterosexual couples in 2011, the president suspended the distribution
and production of films for schools aimed at combating homophobia.

The control of disabled children’s sexuality, including forced sterilisation.
Colombia’s Constitutional Court held in 2013 that forced sterilisation can be
performed on children with severe and permanent mental disabilities.

Sex is at the forefront of marketing to sell products, yet it is shrouded in secrecy in
many parts of the world. Lack of sex education in childhood can prevent people
having safe and healthy sex lives, leading to unintended pregnancies, sexually
transmitted diseases, abuse and exploitation.

Internet firewalls: The way that children access information is also under fire. In
the UK overly broad mobile internet filters - reaching well beyond adult sexual
content - are blocking websites containing information about sexual health as well as
political and advocacy websites.

In many countries children are denied information about drugs and excluded from
policy design and awareness raising campaigns. This puts children at risk because
they are not aware of all the facts.

Biased textbooks: Children are typically the focus of projects to suppress versions
of history because childhood is when people form views about the world. Attempts to
impose state ideology through textbooks have occurred in a vast swath of countries,
including Iran, China, South Korea, Chile, and Japan.

The paper says: “Disproportionate restrictions on children’s access to information feed into
the idea that children are blank canvases to be painted by adults, rather than human beings
with rights, views and feelings of their own. This is not to say that children should not be
protected. But the misplaced fear (often reinforced by political agendas) that honest
information teaches children promiscuity or irresponsibility prevents children from making
decisions about their own health, identifying sources of help, and puts them at risk in their
first sexual experiences and beyond.”

Recommendations

CRIN is calling for stronger international standards, guidelines and model laws on
children’s access to information by the United Nations and regional human rights
mechanisms. In particular:



o The Committee on the Rights of the Child should pursue children’s right to
access information in its examination of States, clarify the goals of children’s
right to access to information (article 17, CRC) and freedom of expression
(article 13, CRC) to prevent dispropriate restrictions, and explicitly
recommend to States that children receive sexuality education according to
international standards.

o The UN Special Rapporteur on freedom of expression should carry out an
in-depth global study on restrictions to children’s access to information.

e CRIN is also urging national governments to review and revise laws and policies that
block children’s access to information, and to be transparent on any necessary
restrictions on children’s access to information.

Join the debate

CRIN aims to promote policy discussions and ignite debate about children’s rights, and
would like to hear from people with:

e Comments on the paper;

e Information about laws or policies restricting children’s access to information;

e Relevant positive developments in laws and policies; and/or

e |deas for further regional and international advocacy.

Either email contributions to info@crin.org, or use #1984children on twitter.
- ENDS -
Notes to editors

* Lithuania, Kazakhstan, Moldova, Russia, Ukraine and Uzbekistan. Lithuania, Moldova, Russia and Ukraine
all have explicit prohibitions on the distribution of information about homosexuality to children.

Further information:
CRIN's campaign: Protect Children, End Censorship

® Policy paper: Access Denied: Protect rights - unblock children’s access to information
® Press release in Russian
o Twitter hashtag: #1984children

Child Rights International Network (CRIN) is a global research, policy and advocacy organisation. Our
work is grounded in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. www.crin.org
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«detn-1984»: LleH3ypa HapyLwiaeT npaBa 4YerioBeka 1 CTaBUT AeTen B ONacHOCTb -
HOBOe€ uccrnenoBaHue

(18.06.2014) LieHsypa, 6nokupytoLlas HopMaLmio Ans geTen 0 HApKOTUKax, NonmTuKke,
ceKkcyanbHOM 1 penpoayKTUBHOM 340pPOBbe, a TakXXe Mo APYrMM BONpoCcam NPUHOCUT
Gonblue Bpena, Yem nonb3bl, FOBOPUTCH B HOBOM MPOrPaMMHOM JOKYMEHTE
MexayHapogHon cetu no npasam pebeHka (CRIN).

lMonoBoe BocnuTaHme, cekcyanbHOCTb (0CO6EHHO, No oTHoweHMO K JIFTBT, xeHwmHam n
NgAM C OrpaHNYeHHbIMM BO3MOXHOCTAMM), YNOoTpebneHne HapkOTMKOB - OCHOBHbIE
BOMPOCHI, K KOTOPbIM AETSM perynsapHo 6nokupyerca goctyn. Tem He meHee, vyepes 30 net
nocne Bbixoda B cBeT poMaHa [xopaxka Opyanna «1984», ypeamepHoe MCnonb30BaHNe
WHTEPHET-OUINBbTPOB B COMETAHMM C HALMOHAITbHOW NOMTUTMKONM NO 3alumMTe AeTen, 03Ha4aeT,
YTO AETN YacTo HEe MOy T NONYYNTb AOCTYN K MHGPOPMALUM O KaMNaHUAX U NONUTUYECKUX
aKTyanusx, a B HEKOTOPbIX CTpaHax Nofy4yarT OTKPOBEHHO NpeaB3siTyo MHpopmaumo 06
NCTOPUN B LLKONbHbIX Y4ebHunkax, coobaetca B uccnegosarHmmn CRIN.

NccnepoBaHue 3anyckaeT HOBYH KaMMaHuio «3almntuTe AeTen, NoNOXKUTE KOHELL LIEH3Y ey,
kotopon CRIN cTpemutcs npueBneyb BHUIMaHUE K Ype3MEPHOMY OrpaHMYeHnto 4ocTyna
AeTen K Hcpopmaumm, NogyYepkHy Tb, MOYEMY TaKMe OrpaHUYeHNs SABMSITCS HapyLLUEHNEM
nx npae, n TpebyeTt 6onee CTpornx CTaHO4APTOB M NMAEpCTBa B 3TOM obnacTu.

B nporpammHom aokymeHTe «[JocTyn 3anpelleH: pa3brokupynte 40CTyn AeTen K
nHdopmMauum - 3awmtute ux npasay, CRIN o6bscHseT, noyeMmy JOCTyn K MHpopmaLmm
ABNAETCHA XU3HEHHO BaXXHbIM 15 OCYLLECTBNEHUA Npas YernoBeka AN AeTen, BKNovas nux
NpaBo Ha XXM3Hb, NMPaBO Ha 340POBbE U 3aLUUTY OT HACUIUA N IKCNNyaTauun. A UMEHHO -
NHOpPMaLUS NO3BONSET AETAM BOOPY>XXUTbCS 3HAHUSMU, C MOMOLLIbIO KOTOPbLIX OHU MOTY T
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caenaTtb CBON COOCTBEHHBIN OCO3HaAHHbIN BbIOOP. B OKYyMEHTe Takke NnogyepkuBatoTcs
HENPOMNOpPLMOHaIbHbIE OrpaHUYEHUsT Ha OCTYN AeTen K MHdopMaLum Co BCEro Mypa, a
TakXe usnararTcs HapyLLaeMble nNpaBa, 3akpenneHHble B KoHeHun OOH o npaBax
pebeHka (CRC).

Bonpochkl, paccmaTpyMBaeMbie B NPOrpaMMHOM AOKYMEHTe BKITH4aloT criegyloLme:

o «BpeaHas» nHdopmauus: CeMb rocyfapcTs* BbIMyCTUMN UNU NPEASIOKUNN
3aKOHbI, 3almlaome geTen ot «MHopMaL M, KoTopas CHUTaeTca BpegHon Ans
NX 300pOBbS U pa3BuUTUA». B yacTHOCTY, pacTeT TeHAEHLMA NPUHATUS 3aKOHOB,
BBOASLLMX YTOMOBHY OTBETCTBEHHOCThL 3a «nponaraHay roMocekcyannsma
aetamy». CRIN cumtaet, 4To Nnogo6HbLINM CBOA 3aKOHOB pas3XuraeT NOHATUA
HETEepPnMMOCTM U HEHaBUCTHU, a 3aumTa AeTen ABNAeTCs onpasgaHnemM ans
AUNCKPUMUHALUN U LLeH3YPbl onpegeneHHbIX rpynn.

e [laxe rocyaapcTsBa C XopoLmmMm nokasarenamu B obnactv npae JIFBT,
AEMOHCTPUPYHOT roMopobHbIe B3rNsaabl, KOraa peyb nget o aetsax. Hanpvmep, B
2011 rogy, ABe Hegenw nocne Toro, kak BepxoBHbiv cya bpasunum npegoctasun
ogHoMonNbIM Napam (Hapsay € reTepocekcyarnbHbIMWU Napamu) NOMHbIE
rocyAapCTBEHHbIE MOCOOUSA, NPe3NAEHT NPUOCTAHOBUI PacnpoCTpaHEHWE U
Npon3BoACTBO PMUITbMOB AN LUKOM, HanpaBneHHbIX Ha 6opbby ¢ romogoburen.

e KOHTpOnb cekcyanbHOCTU AeTen C OrpaHUYeHHbIMU BO3MOXXHOCTSAMU, B TOM
yucne - NpuHyauTenbHas ctepunusaums. KoHCTUTyLmMoHHbIN cy g Konym6um B 2013
rogy 3aknk4us, YTO NPUHYAUTENbHAs CTEPUNN3aLMa MOXET ObiTb BbINOMHEHA Y
AeTen ¢ TSKENbIMU U NOCTOSHHBIMU NCUXUYECKUMN PAcCTPONCTBaMM.

o «CeKcyanbHbI MapKeTUHM» YyCuneHHo ucnonbsyetca 8 CMU B Lensax yBenmintb
npogaxy NpoAyKLuMM, HO caM BOMpPOC MOMOBbIX OTHOLUEHU OKYTaH TalHOW BO MHOMUX
yacTsax mupa. OTCcyTcTBME NOSTOBOro BOCMUTAHUA B JETCTBE MOXET NPUBECTU K
HexxenaTtenbHon 6epemeHHOCTH, 3aboneBaHusiM, nepegaBaemMblM MOMNOBbLIM Ny TEM,
HaCUIMIO 1 3KcnyaTaymu.

e WHtepHeT-hpunbTpbl. B BenvkobputaHnm, MoLHble MOBUnbHbIe
NHTEPHET-PUNBbTPbI BEIXOAAT 3@ paMKu 6510KMPOBKM MHGOPMAL MOHHBIX PECYPCOB
CeKcyarnbHOro xapakrepa Ans B3pocCblX, U 3anpeLatoT 4OCTYN K cantam,
npeaocTaBNALWNM MHAOPMALMIO O CEKCYalibHOM 300pPOBbLE, U
WHTEPHET-UCTOYHMKAM C NOMUTUYECKUM U aBOKALMOHHBLIM HanpaBneHueMm.

e Bo MHOrMx cTpaHax geTu He Nony4arT YeCcTHON nHpopmaumnm o6 ynotpedneHum
HeneranbHbIX HAPKOTUKOB, a TaKXXe UCKIIYaTCA U3 KaMnaHuii ANs NoBblLIEHNS
OCBELOMIIEHHOCTU N KOCHYNbTaLWA MpU COCTaBNeHNM 3aKOHOB MO 3TOMY BOMNPOCY .
Bce 910 nogBepraet aeTen puUcky, NOTOMY YTO OHU He 3HAOT MNOMHOW nHdopMaLun
06 acbdhekTax HApKOTUYECKMX BELLECTB, U K YeMy BeAeT ux ynotpebneHuve.

o WUckaxeHune ncropuyeckux ¢paktoB B yuebHMKax. Bcem n3BecTHo, 4TO B AeTCTBE
y nogen opMmnpyroTCA npeacTaBneHns o Mupe, No3TOMY MNOMbITKM HaBA3aTb
rocyAapCTBEHHYIO MOEO0NOMMIo Yepes y4eOHMKN NpomcxogaT B 60MbLIOM KonmyecTBe
CcTpaH, Bkntoyasa Npax, Kutan, KOxHyto Kopeto, Yunu n AnoHuto.



B nokymeHTe CRIN roBoputcs: «Hecopa3mepHble orpaHU4eHnst Ha 4OCTYN AeTen K
NHOpPMaLMM POPMUPYHOT COOBPaKEHNS O TOM, YTO AETU ABNSAOTCA NYCTbIMU XONCTamu,
KoTopble 6yayT "oKkpalleHbl" B3pOoCrbiMK, a He ntogbmMu, obnagarowmmm cobCTBEHHbIMN
npaBamu, B3rnsgamm 1 4HyBCTBamMn. OTO HE O3HAYAET, YTO AETU HE JOSMKHbI ObITb
3awmiLeHbl. Ho HeyMeCTHbIN CTpax (4acTo NOAKPENNAIOLWMIACA NONUTUYECKON NOBECTKON),
O TOM, YTO YeCTHasa MHAOpPMaLUS Y4UT OeTeN pacnyLeHHOCTM Unmn 6e30TBETCTBEHHOCTMN,
npegoTBpaLlaeT AeTen OT NPUHATUSA peLleHnin 0 CO6CTBEHHOM 340pOBbEe, MOUCKa
NCTOYHWKOB NMOMOLLM, N NogBepraeT Ux pUcKy B CBOUX MEPBbIX CEKCyaribHbIX OMbiTax U 3a
nx npegenamMu.»

PekomeHpgauumn

e CRIN npusbiBaeT K NpUHATUIO Bonee CUNbHbIX MEXAYHApO4HbIX CTaH4apTOB,
PYKOBOASALLUMX NMPUHLIMMOB M TUMOBbLIX 3aKOHOB O AOCTYMe AeTen K MHdopmaunm
OpraHuzauven O6beanHeHHbIX Haumn v permoHanbHbLIMU MeXaHM3mMamum no npasam
Yyenoseka. B yacTHocTu:

o KomuteT no npaBam pebeHKa AOMKEH: a) BKNIOYUTL NpaBo AeTeun Ha OCTYyn K
NHdOpPMaL UM NPy pacCMOTPEHUN A0KNaa0B rocyaapcTe-yvyacTHukoB CRC, 6)
YTOYHUTb Lenuv npaBa geTen Ha 4ocTyn K nHgopmauum (ctates 17, CRC) n
npaBa Ha cBoboAy BblpaxeHnsa MHeHus (cTatbsa 13, CRC), B uensax
npegoTBpaLLEeHNs HENPONOPLMOHarbHbIX OrpaHUYEeHUA, 1 B) NPeaoCTaBUTb
pekomMeHAaLuum rocyapcTsamM B COOTBETCTBUM C MEXAYHAPO4HbIMN
cTaHgapTamu.

o CneunanbHbii goknagyink OOH no Bonpocam cBo6oabl crioBa AOMKeEH
npoBecTu rnobanbHoe nccnegoBaHune no orpaHUYeHno 4ocTyna AeTen K
NMHpopmaLmu.

e CRIN Takxe npusbiBaeT HaLNOHaNbHbIE NPaBUTENBLCTBA NPOAHANM3MpPoBaTh U
NepecMOTPeTb 3aKOHbl U MOMUTUKY, KOTOpble BNOKUPYIOT 4OCTYN AeTeu K
NHOPMaLUK, a TaKXe y4nTbiBaTb NPUHLMN NPO3PaYHOCTM NPU BBEAEHUN
HeobX0aUMbIX OrpaHUYeHVn Ha 4OCTYN AeTen K nHcpopmauum.

MpucoeanHanTechb K aucKyccum!

CRIN cTtpemutcsa cogencteoBaTb 00CYXXAEHNAM O CTaHAapTax, KacaloLwmxcs npas geTen B
pa3HbIX CTpaHax — eCnu Balla opraH1M3aums Xenaet NpUHATbL B 3TOM yYacTue, noxanyncra
npucbinanTe Ham:
e KomMmmeHTapum K nporpammMHOMY AOKYMEHTY;
e VIH(popmaumio 0 3akoHax M NONUTUKE, OrpaHNYMBaIOLLIMX JOCTYN AeTen K
NMHdopmaLnu;
CooTBeTCTBYOLLME MONOXUTENBbHbIE U3MEHEHWNS B 3aKOHaX W MOSIUTUKE;
Woev ons ganbHenwen pernoHanbHOM 1 MexayHapoaHOM afBoKaLu.



O6pawanTechb K Ham no agpecy: info@crin.org, nnu ucnonbaynte #1984children B Twitter.
- KOHEL, -
MpumeyaHna gna pegakTopoB

*Jlutea, KaszaxctaH, Mongosa, Poccus, Y3bekuctan u YkpanHa. B Jlutee, Mongoee, Poccum 1 YkpauHe
3anpeLyaeTcs pacnpocTpaHeHe HdopMaumm AeTsiM 06 OQHOMOMbIX OTHOLUEHUSIX.

MexayHapogHas ceTb no npasam pebeHka (CRIN) sBnsietcs rnobanbHOM NpaBo3aLLUTHON OpraHn3aumen.
Hawa pabota HanpaBneHa Ha MOHUTOPWHI 1 afBOKaLMIO NpaB OETEN, 1 OCHOBLIBAETCS HA MOMOXEHUSX
KoHeeHumm OOH o npaBax pebeHka. www.crin.org



